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BOOKS FOR YOUNGER READERS 


Reported by Millicent Lapkin 
PICTURE STORY 300KS 


Clifford, Eth & David Putnam 
NO PIGS, NO POSSUMS, NO PANDAS 8 7/8x11 1/4, Trade $2.75 
Lib. $2.60 


Ralphie wants a pet that's different - but mother insists, "No pigs, no 
possums, no pandas". tn fact, she says "no" to almost any pet Ralphie suggests, the 
giraffe, the hippo, the elephant, the leopard, etc. Yet she manages to convince 
Ralphie (and his readers) of the special quality in the ordinary little puppy he 
finally gets. After all, +t really belongs to him. The text is merely a vehicle 
for the superb photographs of all the animals mother and Ralphie mention. They are 
in black and white and extremely appealing. (Publ. LC:61-15074) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Gruenberg, Sidonie Matsner-Fd. Doubleday 
LET'S HEAR A STORY 8 1/2x11 1/4, Cloth $3.50 


* As the title implies, this is an anthology designed for the listening 
audience. It is compiled by a discriminating editor who has chosen some of the best 
contemporary stories and poems on the market. Little Toot py Hardie Gramatky, Big 
Talk by Miriam Schlein, The Little Fisherman by Margaret Wise Brown, Moon-Come-Out 
by Eleanor Farjeon, The Hatbox Cake by Miriam Clark Potter are joined by other 
contributions by equally tried and true modern authors. Not to be overlooked in any 
evaluation, are Dagmar Wilson's illustrations in black and white and one color. They 
are child-like without being childish. A handsome gift item. (11/17) 


THE TELL-TOGETHER BOOKS: A Series Macmillan 
Each title comes in two editions- 63x8i Each-Spanish $2.50 
English and Spanish English-Bds. $2.50; Lib. $3.00 


A new series scheduled for. December 4 for pre-schoolers and first graders 
uses a gimmick of questionable value- the participation of the children in the sound 
making device. The tales themselves are gay and humorous and usually centered around 
familiar animals. Teacher's. "role" is clearly indicated. She reads aloud, pausing 
at definite intervals for the group to join in as.a chorus of "noisemakers". Just 
what this does to sustaining attention on the thread of story is a moot question. 

The Spanish edition is not intended as an aid to language teaching, but specifically 
planned to include the Spanish speaking children. 


Latham, Jean Lee & Lewi, Bee 
THE DOG THAT LOST HIS FAMILY and WHEN HOMER HONKED 


These two we have seen. The first is a somewhat dry and tedious story; 
the second a truly funny story with illustrations that are equally comic. Skipper- 
in The Dog That Lost His Family misses the moving van which takes the family to a 
new home, but gets there on his own. The monotony of barking each time the teacher 
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says: "Skipper said.." certainly interrupts the continuity of story, and probably provides 

the children with a good many sore throats... When Homer Honked- demands closer listening 

for there are several creatures to imitate,- a gander, a rooster, a cow, a cat. Further- @& 
more, the story wins the audience. Children will sympathize with the sad little gander 

that cannot control the volume of his honk. They will rejoice when his talents serve 

another purpose- for Jeremy has run away from the farm and it is Homer's honk that saves 

his life when he is threatened by a careening truck without a horn... Let's hope that the 

two additional promised titles resemble No. 2 rather than No. 1. No gimmick can make or 

break a story. 


Coming 
THE CUCKOO THAT COULDN'T COUNT & THE MAN WHO NEVER SNOOZED 


Gramatky, Hardie Putnam 
BOLIVAR Tix9t; Trade, $3.00; Lib. $2.86 


* Despite the deluge of picture books on the juvenile market, there is more than 
ample room at the top for a book like this! In his inimitable fashion, Hardie Gramatky 
has created another hero as attractive and appealing as Loopy, Sparky or Little Toot and 
as certain to win a permanent place among the picture book literati. His name is Bolivar 
and he is a burrito who lives high in the Andes of Ecuador. To the disappointment of his 
young master Pepito and the disdain of the farmers, Bolivar's joie de vivre, his wild 
little antics, brand him unworthy of his great name. And so to prove himself, Bolivar 
accepts an enormous burden and heads down the trail with Pepito toward the market place 
and the fiesta. Two accidental collisons send the poor little donkey scurrying off to 
hide his failure. How can he know that in moments he will outwit a snorting bull and 
forevermore bear his name with pride. A delightful text is superseded only by illustra- 
tions that bounce with color, atmosphere and style. (11/27. LC:61-13951) 


EASY READING 


Cavanah, Frances Rand McNally 
Illus. Elinore Blaisdell 7 1/8x9 1/8; $2.95 
OUR COUNTRY'S STORY 


Frances Cavanah chooses what she considers the most essential highlights of "our 
country's story" to provide beginning readers with an overview of American history before 
they take the deep academic plunge. National heroes like Columbus, John Smith, Washington, 
Daniel Boone, Lincoln, Bell, Edison; outstanding events, such as the Revolutionary War, 
westward expansion, the first railroad, the Civil War, the immigration waves, each are given 
@ page or two of concise description. Though the explanations are clear and the language 
appropriate we wonder if second and third graders are capable of absorbing such diversified 
material in one fell swoop. Illustrations in 2 & 4 colors - not yet seen. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Hall, Willis . Coward-McCann 
THE ROYAL ASTROLOGER $3 .00 


Father Mole Cricket, the royal astrologer, may have been the laziest man in the 
kingdom, but he was certainly the luckiest. Through no effort of his own, he was usually 
given credit for the solution of most of the Emperor's problems. He comes upon stolen 
treasure first and wins the respect of the temperamental Emperor. Though he never dreamed 
his little ‘ole telescope could defeat a whole army, he is amply rewarded when the attacking 
marauders turn in terror at the sight of "giants" seen through the telescope. He continues 
to be rewarded for putting out a fire (which he started) and digging a swimming pool (which 
he bribed someone else to do). For the most part this is a farcical romp through the world 
of blustering foot-stomping kings and meek, obedient but never dullwitted servants. It 
suffers from a burden of excess verbiage, and a muddy ethical viewpoint. (1/6. LC:62-7987) 
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Announcing for—demmaryaad- five new additions to the Getting to Know series: 


Griffin, Ella Coward-McCann 
GETTING TO KNOW UNESCO Each $2.50; Lib. $2.52 
LC :62-7989 
Joy, Charles R. GETTING TO KNOW HONG KONG 
LC:62-8001 
- . " GETTING TO KNOW TANGANYIKA 
LC:62-8000 
Laschever, Barnnet L. GETTING TO KNOW CUBA 
LC: 62-7997 
Wallace, John A. GETTING TO KNOW FRANCE 
LC: 62-8003 
Moscow, Alvin 2.45 Putnam : 
AL CITY AT SEA $2.75; Lib. $2,668 2.86 


A brief survey of the S.S. Independence surveys her from porthole to state- 
room with emphasis on the physical features of the ship, and the few top men who run 
it. The formalities of leaving the harbor and observing rules of safety aboard are 
observed before an examination of operational principles commences. How the ship is 
steered, its source of power, the comforts and services it offers passengers are also 
discussed. Unfortunately, the contagion of excitement on a great ocean liner is never 
captured in this account. Illustrated with photographs. (1/30. LC:62-8009) 


Hall, Elvajean Rand McNally 
PILGRIM STORIES $2.95 


* Fifty years ago, Margaret Pumphrey's Pilgrim Stories was a basic historical 
source for early graders. Today, Elvajean Hall has adapted and revised the original 
for a modern audience whom we feel sure will derive as mich from the book as their 
predecessors. Since the "plot" has been, shortened, retold and re-accepted for over 
three centuries, we admire this author's ability to designate each event of the 
Pilgrims' voyage and settlement with accuracy and proper perspective. Here are the 
details of the Separatists' sojourn in Holland, their return to England and their 
arduous ocean voyage. Youngsters accustomed to the charming sentimental tales told 
at Thanksgiving may be shocked by the realistic plight of the Pilgrims - the hard- 
ships of the first winter, the dreariness of a Christmas celebrated aboard ship, the 
difficult expeditions into unknown territory - in an unromanticized, vital treatment. 
The list of boys and girls who made the voyage appears at the end, lending an odd 
note of immediacy to a popularized event in American history. (1/22) 


Announcing for. December 1 a revised edition of: 


Epstein, Edna Watts 
THE FIRST BOOK OF THE UNITED NATIONS $1.95 


The original book published in 1961 has been expanded to include the tragic 
death of Dag Hammarskjold and the addition of the new African nations. 





1008 (J-324) ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- FICTION November 15, 1961 


Brick, John Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
TOMAHAWK TRAIL $3 .00 


A sequel to The Raid, this continues the adventures of Matt Finch who in 1779 
joins Morgan's Rifle Corps in order to protect his country from savage Indian attacks 
and to rescue Mary Polhaums, a childhood friend imprisoned by the Senecas. With General 
Sullivan's forces, Matt learns his craft well as he penetrates the heart of the "Iroquois 
Longhouse" that great section of the New York frontier. His capture by the enemy is off- 
set by a reunion with Mary and later by a dramatic escape through Seneca country and 
eventual freedom. Though Matt is well aware of the savage nature of his enemy, he is also 
horrified by the havoc and destruction the Indians suffer- from American troops. And 
since no character is painted all "red" or "white", an ostensibly routine adventure tale 
generates thoughtful observations on the part of the reader. (1/26) 


ELEVEN TO THIRTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Adler, Irving & Ruth John Day 
COLOR IN YOUR LIFE $3.50 


The authors of Weather in Your Life, Tools in Your Life, Light in Your Life and 
a score of additional books on scientific subjects expand. on the facts of Color in Your 
Life. Color is inextricably bound to light and the entire relationship is delineated. 
How color mixed in sunlight can be separated; how the colors of nature are produced; how 
man-made colors develop, how color is used in photography, printing and television provide 
some of the major considerations. Definitely for the science buff. (1/5. LC:62-7784) 


THIRTEEN TO FIFTEEN- NON-FICTION @ 


Announcing for January 15 an unusual addition to the Famous Biographies for 
Young People series: 


Lewis, Mildred & Milton Dodd, Mead 
FAMOUS MODERN NEWSPAPER WRITERS $3 .00 


A varied group is represented here, encompassing a wide range of types of writers, 
covering theatre, sports, human interest, round about town items, foreign news, finance, 
world news. The people covered:- Brooks Atkinson, Meyer Berger, Heywood Broun, Ernie Pyle, 
Art Buchwald, Abel Green, Sylvia Porter, James Reston and "Red" Smith. (1/15/62. LC:62-7756) 


de la Croix, Robert John Day 
SHIPS OF DOOM $3 .50 


The author of Mysteries of the Sea and Mysteries of the Islands focuses on further 
disasters at sea, many of which remain in the archives of unsolved maritime casualties. Why 
in the twentieth century with the technical assistance of radar and other electronic devices, 
do ships still disappear? What are the variables that man has not fully considered? Here 
are the stories of several doomed ships, the dangers they encountered and how they succumbed. 
In several cases there is no known explanation for the tragedy. In 1879, the Jeanette took 
off on an Arctic expedition and was never heard from again. In 1903 the Vienne’s mysterious 
destiny never came to light. Piracy exploits, the holocaust of fire, the constant danger of 
storms have played their macabre roles. In recounting these tales, the author pieces his 
puzzle together slowly allowing the reader to arrive at his own conclusions. Aside from the ® 
repetitious nature of the theme,- seen ad infinitum in books, movies and television plays 
dealing with such catastrophes as the 7itanic sinking, the accuracy of information about 
lesser known vessels should appeal to the maritime buff. (1/5. LC:62-7780) 
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Spencer, Cornelia John Day 
CLAIM TO FREEDOM: $3 .50 
The Rise of the Afro-Asian Peoples 


This is intended as a companion volume to The Song in the Streets and More 
Hands for Man, rounding out the great revolutions of modern times with the rise of 
the Afro-Asian peoples. If Cornelia Spencer had kept to straight exposition it 
would have sharpened her observations, but she muddies the waters by attempting to 
symbolize the issues through using the human figure of Chandra, an Indian boy with 
part-African heritage, who lives in Nairobi and is caught up in the flood of nation- 
alism. Life is no longer a simple affair as he tries to make room for a stable 
philosophy in a tumultuous world. Background information on headline making areas,- 
the Congo, the Philippines, China, South Africa, Ghana, Nigeria,is presented so ob- 
jectively that she seems to throw these inevitably intensely controversial affairs 
out of focus. At almost no point does the boy Chandra come through as a personality; 
as a tool for her exposition he fails tocrystallize what she is attempting to do. 
Possibly the basic weakness is that too much is attempted in too small compass. 
G@hFO-LC: 62-7781) 2|% = 
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Announcing for Jamwaggiaee an addition to the Find A Career series: 


Stambler, Irwin & Ashmead, Gordon Putnam 
Illus. with photos $2.75 
FIND A CAREER IN ENGINEERING 
(LC:61-13594) 
3V 14 
Announcing for. January }and January ® respectively two additions to the 
Lives to Remember series: A longer text and an index are the recent innovations in 
the series. 


Thomas, Henry Putnam 


mae | 20 
BILLY MITCHELL 3 $2.95 each 
(LC :62-8035 ) 
Whitehouse, Arch FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT ~!/ 24 


(LC:61-13595) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


White, Robin Atheneum 
FOREIGN SOIL $4.50 


This is a collection of short stories and sketches, written over several 
years about the region Robin White knows best - South India. The book will find its 
audience among young and old fascinated with this particular "foreign soil". The 
quality of the prose, the color in the settings, the graphic characterizations more 
than compensate for the slightness of story thread in many of these. . Though some of 
the stories are quite fictional in character, the strong aura of truth in characteriza- 
tion will enrich the understanding of those who have studied India and provide a sturdy 
springboard for the beginner. F. R. p. 982. (1/12) | 


Yates, Elizabeth John Day 
THE NEXT FINE DAY $3.75 


Although this has been reviewed as an adult book in the previous issue, 
its simplicity and obvious clarity make. it an ideal choice for the young adult 
audience. Kent, a boy who calls himself "Mr. Nobody", reflects his mother's desire 
to lock the door on her past when her American aviator husband is killed. Retreating 
to the Kentish Downs, they meet a wise artist who is able to give young Kent new 
directions and convince his mother that her determination was wrong. A sound and 
heartwarming story in an old fashioned tradition. F. R. p. 977. (1/5. LC:61-15662) 
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O'Connor, Jack Dutton 
THE BIG GAME ANIMALS OF NORTH AMERICA $10.00 


Whether he is Dad's assistant or a brawny independent, the hunter who comes of @ 
age stalking big game will find this expert's experiences and knowledge of his prey a fas- 
cinating and helpful source book. The Gun Editor of Outdoor Life Magazine shares a lifetime 
of adventures and field-acquired knowledge in a comprehensive book on every North American 
animal classified as big game. This includes - Dall Sheep, Stone Sheep, Bighorn Sheep, 

Rocky Mountain Goat, Mountain Lion, to name but a few. George S. Goodwin of the Museum of 
Natural History supplies background information on each animal and Douglas Allen has done 
the full color paintings and line sketches. Rich fare for hunters of all ages. F. R. p. 
1002. (Publ. LC:61-17292) 


Baughman, U. E. Harper 
SECRET SERVICE CHIEF $4.95 


Modern young people who like their cloak and dagger reading grounded in real life 
will naturally turn with delight toward U. E. Baughman's personal account of his experiences 
as Chief on the U. S. Secret Service for 13 years. A recent dynamite attempt on President 
Kennedy's life, prior attempts on Truman, Eisenhower, and other dignitaries' lives, counter- 
feiters, cranks and pranksters crowd into a book absolutely jammed with colorful, exciting 
and sometimes disturbing anecdotes. The three Presidents he guarded are all characterized 
in small, personal ways adding still another element for enjoyment. F. R. p. 991. (1/3. 
LC: 62-7897 ) 


Pelker, Clay-£d. Harper 
ESQUIRE'S GREAT MEN AND MOMENTS IN SPORT $8.50 (pre. pub.$7.50) 


This is a mansized collection of sports spectaculars written by such veterans as 
Red Smith, Grantland Rice, Arthur Daly, Jimmy Cannon - features on the game itself and how 
it's played by such pros as Rickenbacker, Stirling Moss, Bobby Jones - and of special ®@ 


pieces on prize fighting, hunting, fishing, baseball, horse racing and golf. In the mis- 
cellany, there are accounts of special events in bullfighting, flying, the Olympics, ice 
hockey, polo, tennis, wrestling, - and fine profiles of a few all-time great sportsmen. 
There are no second string writers here - a fact which insures a discriminating audience 
of enthusiasts of all ages. F. R. p. 991. (1/3/62. LC:61-10232) 


Isaacs, Harold R. John Day 
EMERGENT AMERICANS $3.50; paper $1.95 


There is a definite market among young people for descriptive material on the 
Peace Corps. This is a short, lively account of a privately financed forerunner to the 
Peace Corps, known as Operation Crossroads Africa. The author in the summer of 1960 ac- 
companied 183 young people to Africa where they worked with Africans performing manual 
labor, clearing bush, building schoolhouses and so on. The main purpose of the book is not 
to discuss the work performed but to point out the alteration of attitudes among the parti- 
cipants. Emergent Americans are those who understand a world in which the white man is no 
longer master and the African no longer colonial. High school and college students will be 
interested to learn how this transition took place among their contemporaries only a year 
ago. F. R. p. 993. (1/4. LC:61-18108) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Krythe, Maymie R. Harper 
ALL ABOUT AMERICAN HOLIDAYS $4.50 


From New Year's through Christmas this details the holidays and celebrations re- 
cognized in the United States and includes religious as well as secular, traditional as 
well as the observances of other nationalities and other special commemorative events. The @ 
history, customs, foods, and superstitions that attend each holiday are given, and less 
celebrated days are also described (Ground Hog Day, April Fool's Day, etc.) Teachers, and 
group leaders, will find this a handy reference guide either for direct program material or 
as an accurate source for group explanation. F. R. p. 992. (1/3. LC:61-6450) 











